The Honorable Bill Frist
Majority Leader

United States Senate

509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Arlen Specter
Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

November 9, 2005

The Honorable Harry Reid
Minority Leader

United States Senate

528 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Ranking Member

Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Majority Leader Frist, Minority Leader Reid, Chairman Specter, and Ranking Member
Leahy:

We are former law clerks of Judge Samuel A. Alito, Jr. We are writing to urge the
United States Senate to confirm Judge Alito as the next Associate Justice of the United States
Supreme Court.

Our party affiliations and views on policy matters span the political spectrum. We have
worked for members of Congress on both sides of the aisle and have actively supported and
worked on behalf of Democratic, Republican and Independent candidates. What unites us is our
strong support for Judge Alito and our deep belief that he will be an outstanding Supreme Court
Justice.

Judge Alito’s qualifications are well known and beyond dispute. Judge Alito graduated
from Princeton University and Yale Law School. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge
Alito had a distinguished legal career at the Department of Justice, which culminated in his
appointment as the U.S. Attorney for the District of New Jersey. Judge Alito has served on the
United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit for 15 years and has more judicial
experience than any Supreme Court nominee in more than 70 years. During his time on the
bench, Judge Alito has issued hundreds of opinions, and his extraordinary intellect has
contributed to virtually every area of the law.

As law clerks, we had the privilege of working closely with Judge Alito and saw
firsthand how he reviewed cases, prepared for argument, reached decisions, and drafted opinions.
We collectively were involved in thousands of cases, and it never once appeared to us that Judge
Alito had pre-judged a case or ruled based on political ideology. To the contrary, Judge Alito
meticulously and diligently applied controlling legal authority to the facts of each case after full
and careful consideration of all relevant legal arguments. It is our uniform experience that Judge
Alito was guided by his profound respect for the Constitution and the limited role of the judicial
branch. Where the Supreme Court or the Third Circuit had spoken on an issue, he applied that
precedent faithfully and fairly. Where Congress had spoken, he gave the statute its



commonsense reading, eschewing both rigid interpretations that undermined the statute’s clear
purpose and attempts by litigants to distort the statute’s plain language to advance policy goals
not adopted by Congress. In short, the only result that Judge Alito ever tried to reach in a case
was the result dictated by the applicable law and the relevant facts.

Our admiration for Judge Alito extends far beyond his legal acumen and commitment to
principled judicial decision-making. As law clerks, we experienced Judge Alito’s willingness to
consider and debate all points of view. We witnessed the way in which Judge Alito treated
everyone he encountered — whether an attorney at oral argument, a clerk, an intern, a member of
the court staff, or a fellow judge — with utmost courtesy and respect. We were touched by his
humility and decency. And we saw his absolute devotion to his family.

In short, we urge that Judge Alito be confirmed as the next Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court.
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